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reached at Thoiry, in which his faith never wavered,
was to assume a different aspect. After the settle-
ment in the West there must be a settlement in
the East. "The Polish corridor is a passage that
separates a lover from his beloved," he said to a con-
course of journalists when the conversation turned to
the relations between Poland and Germany.

" Then do you think, Herr Minister, that Poland
will one day simply resign the corridor ? "

" There are statesmen even in Poland/' replied
Stresemann with a certain acrimony, and added
gravely : " The Poles cannot permanently shut their
eyes to the necessity of industrial co-operation with
Germany, They must realise the advantages of a
rapprochement. Poland's industrial position is bad, her
finances are in confusion: we would undertake to
back her exchange and clear up her economic situation
in return for a satisfactory arrangement regarding the
corridor, which would be worth great industrial
sacrifices to us."

" The Poles will only abandon the corridor under
the threat of force," put in a journalist, who was
accustomed to express himself in the terms of a
leading article. "As soon as we are no longer a
powerless people , . ."

" You don't appear to have read the Locarno arbitra/
tion treaties, in which we gave up the use of force as a
deciding factor in politics," broke in Stresemann,

" What is your real view of the solution of the
Polish question ? " asked the editor of one of the
newspapers of the Left, rolling a large cigar from side
to side of his mouth. " Public opinion in Poland
would . . ."